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E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: PFOR PINT EG 

SUBJECT: NATION SUPPORTS SADAT IN REFERENDUM 

REF: CAIRO 2497 

1 . DEPUTY MININTERIOR NABAWI ANNOUNCED THAT EGYPTIAN 
PEOPLE GAVE SADAT'S EXCEPTIONAL SECURITY AND TAX 
MEASURES OVERWHELMING SUPPORT IN FEBRUARY 10 
REFERENDUM (REFTEL). VOTER TURN-OUT WAS HIGH. 
ALLEGEDLY 9.2 OF 9.5 MILLION ELIGIBLE VOTERS. 

AFFIRMATIVE VOTE WAS IN THE IVORY SNOW RANGE OF 

99.42 PERCENT, ACCORDING TO NABAWI S OFFICIAL ANNOUNCE- 
MENT. ONLY SOME 54,000 VOTED AGAINST MEASURE. 

2. SLIGHT APPREHENSION DETECTIBLE YESTERDAY SEEMED 
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TOTALLY DISPELLED TODAY, FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 1 1. A QUIETLY 
NORMAL DAY OF REST. MININT OFFICIALS WERE ON ALERT 
FEB 10 FOR ANY MISCHIEF, BUT AS FAR AS WE KNOW THERE 
WERE NO SIGNIFICANT INCIDENTS. ALTHOUGH REFERENDUM 
WENT SMOOTHLY, GOE ALSO PUBLICIZED ARRESTS OF 44 
"COMMUNISTS" AGITATING FOR BOYCOTT OF REFERENDUM (23 
IN MENIA AL QAMH IN UPPER EGYPT, 7 IN CAIRO, 1 IN 
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HELWAN, 6 IN DELTA VILLAGES, 1 IN ALEXANDRIA, AND 
6 IN PORT SAID.) 

3. ACCORDING TO PRESS, GOE HAS DECIDED TO RE-OPEN 
UNIVERSITIES AS PLANNED, FEB 12. THERE IS SOME 
APPREHENSION OF STUDENT DEMONSTRATIONS IN FIRST FEW 
DAYS AFTER RE-OPENING, BUT GOE APPARENTLY FEELS 
CONFIDENT IT CAN HANDLE ANY SUCH DEVELOPMENT. 

4. COMMENT: WHILE MAJORITY OF EGYPTIANS DID WE BELIEVE 
APPROVE NEW MEASURES, PERCENTAGE OF VOTER TURNOUT AND 
APPROVAL SEEMS INFLATED. WE HAVE NO WAY MAKE INDEPENDENT 
JUDGMENT, BUT WE AND OTHER WESTERN EMBASSIES WERE STRUCK 
BY OBVIOUS APATHY OF MANY OF OUR EGYPTIAN CONTACTS. 

WE KNOW OF MANY EGYPTIANS WHO VOTED IN PA ELECTIONS, 

BUT DID NOT BOTHER TO DO SO THIS TIME. WE RATHER SUSPECT 
GOE TOOK NECESSARY STEPS TO INSURE AN OVERWHELMINGLY 
POSITIVE VOTE. NOR DO WE EXCLUDE POSSIBILITY THAT THERE 
MAY HAVE BEEN SOME CONTRIVED MININT RIGGING OF BALLOT 
BOXES IN ORDER PRODUCE SEEMINGLY HEAVY VOTER TURNOUT. 
SADAT WILL DOUBTLESS BE HEARTENED BY RESULTS OF REFERENDUM. 
BUT WE ARE STILL CONCERNED THAT HE IS TOO INSULATED 
FROM EGYPTIAN PUBLIC'S WORRIES. REFERENDUM RESULTS 
WILL ALSO STRENGTHEN PRIMIN SALEM'S POSITION WITH THE 
PRESIDENT, WHICH HAD BEEN SOMEWHAT SHAKEN AS RESULT 
JAN. 18-19 RIOTS. IT WOULD BE A MISTAKE, HOWEVER, TO 
READ REFERENDUM RESULTS AS A SADAT POPULARITY POLL. 
BURNISHING SADAT'S IMAGE, WHICH WAS TARNISHED BY 
JAN 18-19 RIOTS, WILL TAKE TIME AND SOME POLITICAL AND 
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ECONOMIC SUCCESSES. 

EILTS 
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